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Sumaya will never forget the day when armed al-Qaeda men forced her to practice wearing
an explosive vest under her clothes in preparation for a suicide attack on a local market she
was supposed to carry out the following day.
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Sumaya’s story began when her husband, Amjad al-Dulaimi, a former officer in the Iraqi Jul
army, joined al-Qaeda’s ranks after being recruited by former army colleagues. He had
refused when first approached because he feared that his family would be targeted. But,
“under financial pressure and with a lack of work opportunities” he was forced to join al-

Qaeda, says his wife.
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Amjad undertook many tasks such as planting explosive devices on roads, transporting bVl yad, aas] (aludl 8Ll Jauusdl 9

small rockets, attacking army and police convoys and other similar tasks making use of his BlagiwVl | ailsle Uo,95 o B> LoVl &l (8
previous military experience. After less than one year, Amjad was surprised when al- ol Sl oo v 6>V asslgoll (oJ] laoly
Qaeda’s emir, responsible for his group, ordered the recruitment of women jihadis. Amjad aoow A9 Jgii oS " Jesll Lo,d plasily Jlodl
and four other men in his group, brought their wives thinking that they would be required to
perform “easy tasks” such as gathering information for fighters. &zl Byl (sle dawlll olawsll &5 Jio JlocVl calizeo puaiall go alac JMs azol ulo
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The next day, the emir arrived with a woman he introduced as a “sister in jihad.” Without ow doc (e ple o S8l 950 a2 Eng9 St sl &, Susdl Glus o lasiwe WJlocI
revealing her real name, the women met with the five wives and after a half an hour Jegdl I ppaslxoell sl llbasiwl aicgoxo e Jodauoll S0Vl o il pabidll Bga0
meeting she emerged to tell the emir that she has chosen Amjad’s wife to implement a i Ai>g5 Ol lndizo aloj o )l J2b ladio sJUdl gl 28 @izg) Aol ,a>B «Sslp=ll
suicide attack. L oudilsodl 19359 Wloglendl o> (89 Jazis 18 "alauw plpo” o LpadSs

Al-Qaeda offered Amjad $° + + in compensation to help him raise his three children. “I still  "$.8xoll e\ pawl lpasly OIS ase S0Vl lpds (sl sludl sas] waaisl Wl pedl (sdg
recall those moments when the emir started thanking God and congratulating me for the A0l 495 )Ll oVl s weys dclw was Ay o] bl weoszl dlpowl S5 wes

choice of my wife to become the martyr. | recalled the years | spent in the army away from BlgwVl 351 08 el duloc uaisd
my family and the hardships Sumaya suffered providing for the family needs. | recalled all

these memories while the emir was telling me to recite the Quran as many times as >U9UI i) V9> GOVl duos glio pudridl paas lboass dixg; VI8 8,58 (o y9cioll Axol
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“This was a crucial test after which | decided to walk away,” says Amjad. It only took hima oS3l &l csawly (09 ol .6,V (sle blasdl (sd dronw Lpiass ol Celially w).uJI o

few hours to decide to leave al-Ghazaliyah, northwest of Baghdad, where he had lived for SVl s oS ades)l duaid (si>g; csudl 9 u|)s:J| 89Ms (oo ,iST Ol o wullny oVl Loy
more than Y+ years and to escape that same day with his wife and family, leaving behind all ol ,,8 (s> 659320 uLch VI uSal 9 pld ol Gy el oo (a5 (s locwl>
his possessions, only fearing the consequences if they failed to reach a safe haven before ailile go ,,ally bole oupmine oo ST dio Lpakasy il sl Ly Jlois adlell aslhio ;5le
his escape was discovered. The family headed to the Shiite Sadr City, a location beyond Lundi (9 Mol>g sess JS oslhg 5,0 L)l caaiin Jol> Ju§ @Ml 05Vgly a=g; oo @isSall

the reach of his former al-Qaeda comrades, and lived there with the help of old friends. adlall ol Haall duxe | assl o0l S Ol Jud ool SMe (sl Jsuosll 88 Jixadl Bglieo



According to Sumaya, the request to participate in an attack came totally out of the blue.
“When the emir asked my husband to bring me with him, | thought that these people
wanted to benefit from the nature of my work as a teacher in order to collect information on
the area and its people but | was surprised to be the one chosen for the attack.”

Sumaya said that the “sister in jihad” told them that al-Qaeda wanted to quickly prepare for
an attack. “I am obliged to choose the one who is most capable of hiding her load of
ammunition.” After a test, she praised the way Sumaya walked carrying a heavy vest of
stones and chose her for the task.

Fear prompted Sumaya to cry out. “But | am a mother of three children!” she exclaimed. It
was then that the lady told her: “Do not worry about them, we will guarantee their future.”

Sumaya is only one among many female suicide bombers al-Qaeda has attempted to
recruit to carry out attacks in Irag, but one of the very few fortunate enough to escape. The
process of recruiting female bombers began when Sajida al-Rishawi was recruited for a
joint attack with her husband on a Jordanian hotel in Y+ +©

According to statistics from the Ministry of Interior Y27 people were killed and injured in V1
suicide attacks carried out by women since the beginning of ¥+ +A. Another Y¢ attacks were
carried out by al-Qaeda women during the last two years. According to information made
available to Nigash, the majority of female suicide bombers are trained at a special female
camp established by al-Qaeda in Diyala province.

In response, security and tribal authorities in Diyala have recently created a special

women'’s force specifically to combat female violence. Composed of Ye+ women trained by
US forces, the unit, named the “Daughters of Diyala”, is similar to the armies of awakening
councils. It aims to prevent further suicide attacks by al-Qaeda women in security turbulent

Diyala province. Awakening councils in Baghdad also initiated a similar endeavor when )«
women volunteered to be trained by US female soldiers on detecting and combating female

suicide bombers.

Government officials hope that these endeavors will contribute towards reducing the
number of suicide attacks carried out by women. Adnan al-Asadi, undersecretary for the
Iraqi interior minister, told Nigash that “security forces have recorded Y4 attacks by women
suicide bombers since the US entry into Iraq in April Y+ +Y.” He said that as emirs and
leaders of armed cells have had to go into hiding following recent government security
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operations, more women have been recruited for attacks. (VA) cdzew auoVl 8505V Of (Lula) J sdhedl adslll 550 JuSo SawVl olac 1S5y el
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“The last two months have witnessed seven suicide bombings by women; three were 8,3V &,Sowell ldosl! sy @zl LMl (sJodumos shol wgyd Ol Jgisg "Y+ + Y ( Junl)
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According to al-Asadi “al-Qaeda has succeeded in mobilizing women suffering from poverty Mlpued e wansIl ugs adosll

and ignorance as well as widowed women to become suicide bombers. In some cases,
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